
MINUTES 

SPECIAL CALLED MEETING 

NORTHAMPTON COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

DECEMBER 18, 2020 

 

BE IT REMEMBERED that the Board of Commissioners of Northampton County met on 

December 18, 2020 at 10:00 a.m. in the Commissioners’ Meeting Room located in the JW Faison 

Building, 9495 NC Highway 305, Jackson, North Carolina, with the following present:  Charles 

Tyner, Kelvin Edwards and Joyce Buffaloe. In accordance with N.C.G.S. §166A-19.24, the 

meeting constituted a remote meeting implementing the use of simultaneous communication. 

 

Nicole Boone and Geneva Riddick-Faulkner appeared via teleconference. 

 

Others Present:  Jack Smith, Bill Blanchard, Austin Simmons, Corey Dixon, Jimmy Bracy 

 

 

Call to Order: 

Mr. Tyner called the meeting to order. 

Purpose: 

Per Mr. Tyner, the purpose of the meeting is to discuss rising crime rates and look at ways to 

combat it. 

Problems 

 Robbery of ABC Store in Jackson, NC 

 Conway Shooting 

 Response time to police calls in the Town of Rich Square 

 Town of Seaboard arson issues 

Solutions 

 Better patrol cooperation among the County & Towns  

 Have citizens become more involved in community watch  

 Additional Cameras throughout the county  

 Increased Patrol 

 Citizen Involvement 

 Additional Cameras 

Open Dialogue 

Chairman Tyner asked Sheriff Jack Smith to work with the mayors and police chiefs to see what 

capital and resources are needed for towns. Also to look at the hot spots in the high crime areas.  

Sheriff Smith provided stats on the reduction in crime in the county 
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 In reference to 2018, 2019 and 2020, crime has been cut in half 

 In reference to response time to calls, deputies are required to live within 15 miles of the 

county 

 Deputies are required to be in the County when it is time for them to check in for duty 

 Certain times of the year, there is an increase in crime 

Chief Dixon with the Gaston Police Department emphasized the spike in crime is due to the holiday 

season. 

Chief Bracy with the Conway Police Department, provided an update on patrol times and current 

investigations going on in the area. 

Sheriff Smith provided an update on arson issues in Seaboard, NC 

Mr. Edwards questioned what citizens can do to help combat crime in their area 

Chief Dixon advised that citizens to remain alert and aware of their surroundings. Also to lock 

their doors and not to leave electronics in plain sight in vehicles. 

Chief Bracy advised not to leave boxes for newly purchased electronics on the side of the road and 

to report strange activity in the community. 

Mr. Tyner advised Sheriff Smith to look into grants for additional cameras and encouraged the 

town Chiefs to ask local businesses to invest in additional cameras. 

Public Comments 

No Public Comments 

Meeting Overview/Expected Outcomes 

Mr.  Edwards thanked everyone for coming out. 

Ms. Buffaloe advised how citizens are aware of the officers’ schedules. They know when they are 

going to patrol the areas. 

Ms. Boone stated she would like to move forward and address the concerns of citizens to provide 

safety in the area. 

Ms. Faulkner echoed Ms. Boone and referenced crime in the Rich Square area. She also 

emphasized the importance of changing the routine of officers so that their hours are not 
predictable. There must be community engagement and encouraged citizens to come forward with 

what they know. 

Commissioner Comments 

Mr. Edwards thanked everyone for coming out 

Ms. Boone thanked everyone and advised she will submit additional questions in writing. 
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Ms. Faulkner thanked everyone for attending and requested an update on Northampton County 
missing and murdered. She also encouraged Sheriff Smith to advise the County Manager what he 

needs during budget preparation. 

Ms. Boone also advised local police chiefs to inform the county of their needs. 

Mr. Edwards requested a report on crime at the next meeting. 

Adjourn 

Chairman Tyner thanked everyone for coming and closed the meeting. 

 

Respectfully submitted this 19th day of December 2020. 

 

Tanya T. Smallwood 

Clerk to the Board 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 


